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Christian faith, he was accepted by the mediaeval Church as
a Christian, and thus his writings, the last product of pagan
culture, were incorporated into the traditions of the Church.
Cassiodorus (c. 490-585), the prime minister of at least four
of the early barbarian emperors, or Gothic kings, and thus
to them the interpreter of Latin culture as well as the
exponent of their will to the conquered Romans, derives his
chief importance from his political activities ; but the latter
half of his long life was spent in a monastery which he himself
had founded. Here he wrote for his monks commentaries,
text-books, and an educational treatise containing a presen-
tation of the seven liberal arts. For the world, he wrote his
chronicles. Cassiodorus laid great emphasis upon study by
the monks, urged them to give great attention to classical
writings, directed that those without interest in letters should
devote themselves to agriculture, but should read Cato,
Columclla, and other writers on agriculture. Much of his
wealth he devoted to the collection of manuscripts, and
through his influence the custom of copying these as a spe-
cific part of the work of the monasteries became established.
There is much basis for the view that the preservation of
learning in the monasteries was due more to Cassiodorus
than to Benedict. To the influence of Cassiodorus was largely
due the dissemination of the custom, begun by one of his
monks in 562 A n., of dating fiom the Christian era. While
the lives of Boethius and Cassioclorus, often described as the
great twin-brethren, ran in similar channels, had similar
objects and resulted in similar influences, yet the interest
of the former was in the learning of the past, that of the
latter in the learning that was to be in the future.. Hence,
while the former is most often described as the last of the
Romans, the latter becomes the first of the new type of
scholars who would devote all learning to the advancement
of the interests of the Church.
hidorc (c. 570-636), bishop of Seville, is the distinctive rep